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Midwest Memo

No, It Doesn't Walk, Talk, or Light-Up

1 can’t believe I'm typing
this, but believe it or not,
the holiday, gift-giving
season is just around the
corner. With that in mind
it seems appropriate to
talk a little about what
makes a ‘good’ gift for a
young child. Following is
an article written by
Donna Smith that while
not specific to the
holidays, says it just right.

Surrounded by eleven
other preschoolers, you
watch as your daughter
rips the clown-covered
wrapping paper off
another present. Smiling,
she holds up her new
battery-operated, remote
control, multifunctional
toy that plays music,
converts to a robot, sings
and can fold into a carry
case for her other toys.
You sigh, and wonder
how many days she'll

actually play with this
thing before she either
breaks it or throws it in
her toy box and forgets
about it.

Buying gifts for preschool
age children can be tough.
Many parents instantly
head for the electronic
section of the store, where
everything makes a noise
and lights up. Parents
often forget that simple,
basic toys are the ones
being played with the
most. There are some toys
that have stood the test of
time and have been
around for ages. Kids love
them. They don't light up,
sing, dance, play music
and go through batteries at
light speed; they entertain
by making the child use
his imagination. Your
preschooler will not be
entertained by the toy, but
will be entertained with

the toy.

So walk -- or click! -- past
that noisy aisle at the toy
store and get a gift that will
be appreciated and have
lasting appeal. Here are a
few toys that will do just
that.

Art Supplies
Preschoolers are at that age

where they love to create and

make things. As for the

crayons, those short, fat ones

seem to fit better in a

preschooler's little hand than

the regular sized crayons.

They also love to use
markers, but make sure they
are washable! To protect

their clothing, get them over-

sized white T-shirts and let
them decorate with fabric

paint. If it's a gift, have your
child decorate with the name

of the birthday boy or girl.
Continued on Page 3

MN Child Care Credential

Introducing the Minnesota
Child Care Credential

The Minnesota Child Care Credential offers
training in all aspects of caring for and
nurturing children. Child care professionals
will learn the latest skills in a community of
caregivers. They will attend training,
carefully planned and sequenced, to give a
complete foundation in caring for children.
The Minnesota Child Care Credential lasts
for a lifetime and establishes participants as
professionals committed to ongoing

learning.

The training areas of the Minnesota Child Care

Credential build and update skills in:
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For more information: www.mnchildcare.org/
credential or 866-393-8427
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References
by Tom Copeland
Q: “Can I get into trouble by
referring a parent to another
family child care provider, if
something should happen to
the child later?”

A: Possibly. If you are
giving out names of other
child care providers, you
want to give a referral, not a
recommendation. To protect
yourself against a lawsuit,
give out more than one
name and don't comment on
the quality of the other
providers. Don't tell the
parent much more than,
"Here are some names of
other programs that may
have an opening for your
child. This is a referral, not a
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Note: Please feel free to

connect parents with

CCR&R @ 866-511-2244



http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000J0S6/pregnancytoday
https://mail.childcarechoices.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.mnchildcare.org/credential
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Region 6E (serving Kandiyohi, McLeod, Meeker, and Renville Counties)

Learning to Look, Learning to See

With the change of seasons, nature offers us
new opportunities for exploration. Hands on
learning is just outside your door!

Nature walks can help build children’s
observations skills, gain awareness of their
changing environment as well as getting
plenty of fresh air and exercise. Have children
gather leaves, acorns, pine cones and other
natural items to use later for fun and learning.
Include magnifying glasses for close
inspection or make your own binoculars with
paper towel tubes.

Literacy: During these activities use “Wild

Wonderful Words” to build a child’s
vocabulary. Use words like chlorophyll, vein,
teeth, to describe leaves or crayon color names
to describe the colors of fall.

Ask children to journal about the nature
walk. Some books to consider: Autumn
Leaves by Ken Robbins, The Fall of Freddy
the Leaf by Leo Buscagalia, The Giving Tree
by Shel Silverstein or check your local library
for other titles.

Art ideas: Children can create a nature
collage with the items gathered on their walk
to display for families to see. Leaf prints or
painting with pine needles (multiple needles

bundled to a stick with a rubberband) offer
other ways to create with paint.

Math ideas: Counting, sorting and graphing
are other options for acorns, pine cones or
leaves.

Becky Knudson has served Region 6E for
nearly 19 years. She shared her many gifts
with us all. Becky and her family have moved
to Cedar Rapids, lowa as the next adventure of
life’s journey. Heartland is in process of filling
the Consultant position. Please contact Cathy
Nelson-Messer or Carol Demmon at 320-235-
0850 x600 for resources or information.

Region 6w (Serving Big Stone, Chippewa, Lac qui Parle, Swift, and Yellow Medicine Counties)

In this issue, we continue our focus on building
quality child care environments by taking a look
at listening to and talking with the children of
your program. The following provides you
with a few areas to consider when assessing the
quality of your provider-child language
interactions.
e Are there frequent conversations occurring
between the provider and child throughout
the day

e s the talk between provider and child
meaningful (Ex. the provider talks about

things children are experiencing)

e Verbal Communication is personalized
(Ex. Eye contact made with child; uses
child’s name, talks to child in child’s
primary language)

e  Provider usually uses descriptive words
for objects and actions in their
communication with the child

e Does the provider respond to children in a
timely and positive manner and follow
through appropriately

e  Provider has many turn-taking

conversations with children

e [sthere a wide selection of age-
appropriate books accessible to all
children

e Does the provider read informally with
individuals or very small groups of
interested children

e Are book times pleasant and interactive
(Ex. Infant enjoys being held while book
is read)

For more information on quality environments

and what they look like, please contact Deb

Region W (Serving Benton, Sherburne, Stearns and Wright Counties)

LEAF Conference:
November 5th, 2011 @
Otter Creek Event Center/Black Bear
Casino Resort
Keynote: Bob Kahn

Caring for a Lifetime Conference

To register for either conference: call
Child Care Choices @ 320-251-5081 or
online @ www.childcarechoices.net

March 31, 2012 @
Sauk Rapids-Rice Middle School
Keynote: Ooey Gooey Lady

The Elk River Early Childhood
Coalition is pleased to announce the
opening of Storyland - A Trip Through
Childhood Favorites!

Storyland is a hands-on exploration of 3
favorite children’s books (The Tales of

Peter Rabbit, Where’s Spot, and The

Snowy Day). It will be open October
8th through January 22nd at Handke

Center—1170 Main St., Elk River

Monday-Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 5-8 pm
Sunday 11 am - 3 pm

For groups of 8+ call 612-644-6519

Region 8 (Serving Cottonwood, Jackson, Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, Redwood, and Rock Counties)

Need someone to talk to?
Need lending library equipment?
Have equipment to return?

Contact Your Region 8 CCRR:
Karen DeBoer & Karen Gadda
Southwestern Minnesota Opportunity
Council
1106 3rd Avenue, PO Box 787
Worthington, MN 56187
507-376-4195
We are here to help and support you!

Children’s programs throughout Southwest Minnesota depend on
community support. If you would like to show your support for an
organization in your community, participate in “Give To The Max
Day.” This statewide fundraising effort will

help children in every corner of Minnesota.

Be a part of it!
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http://givemn.razoo.com/p/gtmd-comingsoon
http://givemn.razoo.com/

No, It Doesn't Walk, Talk, or Light-Up Continued from Page 1

Building and Stacking Blocks

Preschoolers love to work with their hands. Building blocks, stacking blocks and Legos will encourage creative play.
Many blocks help teach basic shapes and colors, as well as help them with their motor skills and make them use their
imagination. (Balancing blocks takes a steady hand!) Legos encourage children to be creative and inventive. The
possibilities are endless on what a child can make out of these little, brightly-colored blocks.

Books

Preschoolers are at the wonderful age where they are learning about themselves and the world around them. What could
be a better gift than a book? Picture books and board books will delight and entertain over and over again. Bathtub
books, homemade books and even non-fiction books are great for preschoolers. Find a book to match a child's interest.
Books also encourage a parent and child to spend some quality time together. Parents should be prepared to read this
book over and over again! Another idea is a magazine subscription. There are several magazines aimed at the preschool
age group that the child will be excited to receive every month. Turtle and Humpty Dumpty are two great magazines for
preschool age children.

Balls

What child doesn't love a ball? Balls encourage interaction and cooperation with others, and are also lots of fun! Kids
love those big colorful bouncy balls, or how about a football or soccer ball? Preschoolers are just beginning to form
their interests, so give them a variety of different balls and see which one they enjoy the most. Will you have a football
player? A soccer player? Or maybe just an entertained preschooler playing catch in the back yard? Encourage your
child to make up new games to play.

Musical Instruments

Parents often forget about buying kids a musical instrument. Who wouldn't want an active preschooler banging on a set
of drums in the living room? OK, so how about a harmonica or a tambourine? Get a tape recorder and tape them
playing their music. Kids will love listening to the sounds they make. "Real" musical instruments can be expensive, so
opt for the cheaper, plastic kind for now. If your kids do develop an interest, wait until they are older and able to take
care of an expensive instrument.

Toys don't have to talk, walk, beep, light up, blow up or require batteries to be fun. The toys above have sustained
through many, many years. While most new toys are made to entertain the kids, these toys get the child's mind working
so they create ways to entertain themselves. You can't go wrong with a toy that stimulates a child's mind.

These ideas are just as true for younger children.. For a great resource geared to infants and toddlers go to http://
www.truceteachers.org/docs/T_Guide web_10_bw.pdf

Special Needs Rates for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP)

You may qualify for an increased CCAP rate to help support specialized training, services, or environmental adaptations that will
meet the individual needs of a child with special needs in your care.

CCAP’s definition of a Special Need is a “functional limitation or health condition that interferes with a child’s ability to walk,
talk, see, hear, breathe, or learn.” (Behavioral and emotional special needs fit into this definition as well as children with IEPs.)

When you include a child with special needs into your program, there may be extra expenses to provide additional supervision, to
make modifications to your child care area, or to provide special equipment or supplies. You may need training related to the child’s
special needs and possibly a substitute so you can attend.

First, check if other resources are available to help, for example SSI or SSDI. If not, the child may qualify for increased Special
Needs Child Care Assistance Rates.

Forms are available online at https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/Ifserver/Public/DHS-4194-ENG or call a local CCAP worker. You
will need to work together with the parent to complete the paperwork and documentation. The rate requested must not be more than
would be charged to a child with a disability who is not on CCAP. Send the completed forms to the CCAP worker in your area.

The Center for Inclusive Child Care has a podcast, info module, and tip sheet available on their site with more information.
www.inclusivechildcare.org
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http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00002DHE6/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000IW10/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000JIVF/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0694003611/104-0042029-3024734/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0811824748/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0679890211/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0679890211/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0941807339/pregnancytoday
http://www.turtlemag.org/
http://www.humptydumptymag.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00004SGAB/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B0000326OR/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00004T0WD/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000J1F1/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000J1F1/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000IS92/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000IS6Y/pregnancytoday
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00000ITHC/pregnancytoday
http://www.truceteachers.org/docs/T_Guide_web_10_bw.pdf
http://www.truceteachers.org/docs/T_Guide_web_10_bw.pdf
http://www.inclusivechildcare.org/
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' Using Your Credit Card Online

How can you tell if a web page is secured?
1) Check the web page URL

Normally, when browsing the web, the URLs (web page addresses) begin with the letters "http". However,
over a secure connection the address displayed should begin with "https" - note the "s" at the end.

2) Check for the "Lock" icon

There is a standard among web browsers to display a "lock" icon 4 in the address bar or somewhere in the
window of the browser. THE LOCK ICON IS NOT JUST A PICTURE! Click (or double-click) on it to
see details of the site's security. This is important to know because some fraudulent web sites are built with
a bar at the bottom of the web page to imitate the lock icon of your browser. Therefore, it is necessary to
test the functionality built into this lock icon.

MnStreams is Secure!
To register and pay for a CCR&R class, use the following URL: https://www.mnstreams.org




